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1.

The Secretary
An Bord Pleandla
64 Marlborough Street
Dublin 1
10th March 2014

Re: An Bord Pleandla Reference PA0033; Applicant; Galway Harbour Company - Galway Harbour
Extension - Direct Application to An Bord Pleandla in respect of a Strategic Infrastructure
Development

We refer to the above application and wish to advise that on behalf of Bus Eireann, we would like to
make the following observations;

Bus Eireann are fully supportive of the proposed development of an extension to Galway Harbour
particularly in relation to the Economic and Tourism benefits that such a development will generate
for Galway City and the entire Western region.

Constfruction Programmes and Traffic management - Access to the bus depot/park, (noted as the
CIE Bus Park on drawing no. 2139-2112 A) has only one access road and therefore no option of
diverting traffic during the entire construction phase. A 24/7 unhindered and non-signal conftrolled
access route between the bus depot/ park and the bus station adjacent to Galway Céannt
Station will need to maintained at all stages of construction. A Road Safety Audit by independent
assessors for each construction stage of the project should be forwarded to Bus Eireann as soon as
this is available, comments and input and should be requested from Bus Eireann.

The applicant has acknowledged in the Planning Application form “that part of the Application site
is located on the Galway Harbour Enterprise Park, which was developed on lands partly reclaimed
from the Foreshore over a period from 1995 to 2004 and is now not subject to flooding”. See
response to question 8.1 of the Planning Application form. The proposed access road to the bus
depot / park is lower than the existing ground level, the site is made up ground, peat being the
largest composition. Refer to drawing no 2139-2112-A. The lowered ground section below the new
rail line spur info the proposed harbour will need to be pumped to prevent flooding of this park and
subsequent flooding of the access road. As Bus Eireann buses are parked overnight in the depot
(noted as the CIE Bus Park on drawing no. 2139-2112 A), the potential damaging consequences of
this road being flooded will be the cancellation of all Bus Eireann services until flooding subsides.
The proposed road levels as indicated on drawing no 2139-2167-A indicate a finished road level of
2.5m, this is shown to be 1m below the finished road level within the existing Bus Park / depot and is
shown to be 1.8m below existing finished road level which is shown as 4.3m on the drawings. There
is no proposed drainage indicated to the reduced ground levels save for road drainage, see
drawing number 2139-2214-A

It may be beneficial to improve the rear access road into lanrdéd Eireann's rail freight yard,
accessed via the Lough Atalia Road approximately 150m South West of the Lough Atalia Bridge for
bus access and storage, see appendix A, this is presently be used for buses to access and park
overnight in the freight yard, this could be developed to allow Bus Eireann buses drive through the
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car park to the rear of Céannt Train Station and onto Eyre Square south. If this access route was
used for the duration of the construction phase it would relieve traffic pressure during the docks
road and rail spur construction. This will obviate the necessity for Bus Eireann buses to undertake the
proposed diversions during the construction phase as outlined in drawing no. 2139-2179 A, see
appendix A for photograph of freight access. This would significantly reduce the impact on Bus
Eireann public service timetables. We would request that the traffic management plans reflect and
incorporate our proposals to allow access though this freight yard and access onto Eyre Square
south.

5. The construction programme has a 48 month initial period for dredging and clearance. There
would be a concern regarding the increased volumes of fraffic this will generate. Additional traffic
control measures are likely to be required. A Road Safety Audit as mentioned in 2 above will clarify
this. We would appreciate if Bus Eireann be kept fully informed of traffic issues during the entire
construction phase.

We recommend that the above points are addressed by Galway Harbour Company.

Yours faithfully

00 Sl i

Brian Connolly
Regional Manager (West)
Bus Eireann

Galway
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Report a problem

Existing lanréd Eireann rail freight depot and access gate on to the Lough Atalia Road (Lough Atalia
Bridge in background)
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